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Suggested Components for
Review of IEP/504 Plans

Before any testing variation is utilized, the following steps should be taken:

1. Review Individualized Education Program (IEP) and 504 Plans

B Note if the California English Language Development Test (CELDT) is specifically
addressed

B Determine if the information is current

2. Schedule needed IEP or 504 team meetings and notify appropriate team
members

B Hold meetings in time to prepare accommodations planning chart for use by the
district to place the order for the CELDT materials

3. State the purpose of the meeting and inform parents of their due process
rights
B Consider the following:
* How the student has performed in the classroom and on previous state tests

*  What general education courses the student is able to participate in without
accommodations

*  What general education courses the student is able to participate in with accom-
modations/modifications, and what a student needs related to their ability

4. Document the student’s present level of academic functioning and the
percentage of time the student participates in general education on the
IEP
B Consider the following:

e How the student has performed in the classroom and on previous state tests

*  What general education courses the student is able to participate in with accom-
modations/modifications, and what a student needs related to their disability

Cdlifornia Department of Education February 2003 Standards and Assessment Division
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5. Determine as a team how the student is able to participate in all sections
of the CELDT

B Determine if student will take the exam without accommodations
B Document the decision on the IEP or 504 plan

B Determine if student needs alternate assessment(s) for any section of the CELDT

6. Decide as a team the appropriate accommodations to be used on each of
the subsections of the CELDT

B Document accommodations on the IEP/504 plan; specify exactly how they are to be
implemented, for what section and why

B Document on the accommodations planning chart (see Step Three)
*  See Title 5 Regulations
¢ See individual student accommodation sheet to document for test date

*  Request for accommodations

7. Summarize the student accommodations needed for the site CELDT testing
B Use sample accommodations planning chart

B Design you own chart (option)

8. If necessary, modify the goals/objectives of the IEP/504 plan in relation
to the standards

B Consider the following:

* Instruction given within the special education classroom needs to be standards

based

*  This may be integrated into the student’s transition plan in the IEP

9. Complete final meeting activities
B Review parents due process rights
B Obtain consent signature on the [EP

B Give the parent a copy

Cdlifornia Department of Education February 2003 Standards and Assessment Division
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Understanding CELDT Administration
with Accommodations or Modifications

In California, students with disabilities who participate in the state assessment system are
permitted to use accommodations/modifications during testing as determined by their
Individual Educational Program (IEP) or 504 plan. The following describes the impact on a
student’s California English Language Test (CELDT) results when accommodations/modifi-
cations are used:

Accommodations

Accommodations, which are designated as ‘1’ or 2 on the Special Education Accommoda-
tions/Modifications For California Statewide Assessments chart, do not alter the construct
being measured by the CELDT. These accommodations, therefore, do not affect the calcula-
tion or interpretation of the CELDT scale scores.

Modifications

Modifications, which are designated as ‘3’ on the Special Education Accommodations/
Modifications For California Statewide Assessments chart, do alter the construct being
measured by the CELDT. The student’s Proficiency Level Report will indicate the student
received the lowest possible scale score in each skill area in which modifications were used.
The Proficiency Level Report will also have a note indicating the results should be interpreted
with caution. Scale scores assigned to skill areas administered with modifications along with
the overall scale score are invalid. The student’s individual item responses along with their
raw score will be provided in the electronic data file. It is this electronic data that should be
interpreted by the IEP team.

More Information

For further information on interpreting tests administered with test variations, refer to the
National Center on Educational Outcomes policy posted at <http://education.umn.edu/
NCEO/OnlinePubs/Policy11.htm>.

Cdlifornia Department of Education February 2003 Standards and Assessment Division
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Alternate Assessment Participation Criteria

Eligibility for CELDT Alternate Assessment is based on a student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) and is
intended for students with severe disabilities whose instructional program reflects an emphasis on functional life skills
(i.e. skills for daily living at home, work and in the community). To be eligible for participation in alternate assessment,
the response to each of the statements below must be “Agree.” If the answer to any of these questions is “Disagree,” the
IEP team should consider including the student in the state’s CELDT Assessment with accommodations.

Circle “Agree” or “Disagree” for each item:

Agree  Disagree The student requires extensive instruction in multiple settings to acquire, maintain, and
generalize skills necessary for application in school, work, home, and community environ-
ments.

Agree  Disagree The student demonstrates academic/cognitive ability and adaptive behavior that require

substantial adjustments to the general curriculum. The student may participate in many of
the same activities as their non-disabled peers; however, their learning objectives and
expected outcomes focus on the functional applications of the general curriculum.

Agree  Disagree The student cannot address the performance level assessed in the statewide assessment, even
with extensive accommodations.

Agree  Disagree The decision to participate in the alternate assessment is not primarily based on the
amount of time the student is receiving special education services.

Agree  Disagree The decision to participate in the alternate assessment is not primarily based on excessive
or extended absences.

Agree  Disagree The decision to participate in the alternate assessment is not primarily based on language,
cultural, or economic differences.

Agree  Disagree The decision to participate in the alternate assessment is not primarily based on deafness/
blindness, visual, auditory, and/or motor disabilities.

Agree  Disagree The decision to participate in the alternate assessment is not primarily based on achieve-
ment significantly lower than his or her same age peers.

Agree  Disagree The decision to participate in the alternate assessment is not primarily based on a specific
categorical label.

Agree  Disagree The decision for alternate assessment is an IEP team decision, rather than an administrative
decision.

IEP Team Decision: is eligible for participation in an alternate assessment.

IEP Team Decision: is not eligible for participation in an alternate assessment.

Cdlifornia Department of Education February 2003 Standards and Assessment Division
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Alternate Assessment Instruments

The following English language proficiency instruments can be used to assess English profi-

ciency of students with severe disabilities who cannot take California English Language
Development Test (CELDT) even with accommodations or modifications. The Individual
Education Program (IEP) team determines which students need an alternate and how they

should be assessed.

One purpose of the CELDT is to measure English language proficiency of pupils to ensure

appropriate instructional placement. This purpose should be kept in mind when choosing

alternate assessments. No single alternate assessment instrument can effectively assess all of

the required domains —i.e., listening, speaking, reading and writing. Therefore, more than

one alternate assessment is necessary to measure the English proficiency of a student. Each

instrument must be reviewed with the individual student in mind. Districts may select an

alternate assessment instrument not on this list. This list is not exhaustive nor does it consti-
tute an endorsement by California Department of Education (CDE).

If a student has not taken the entire CELDT, the student report will indicate Beginning for
any section that was not administered. It is the responsibility of the IEP Team to review the
results of the alternate assessments and the CELDT to determine the student’s actual level of

English proficiency.

Test Name

Purpose

Contact
Organization

Phone Number

Alternate Language
Proficiency Instrument

Measures receptive and
expressive language;

Orange County
Department of

714-966-4120

proficiency or to a specific
learning disability; grades

K-6

(ALPI) (formerly the SH-LPI) | grades K-12 Education

Basic Inventory of Natural | Measure of oral language | CHECpoint 800-635-1235
Languages (BINL) proficiency; grades K-12 Systems, Inc.

Brigance Diagnostic Determines if weaknesses Curriculum 800-225-0248
Assessment of Basic Skills are due to limited English Associates

Language Proficiency Test
(LPT)

Measures aural/oral,
reading, and writing skills;

grades 7-adult

Academic Therapy
Publications

415-883-3314

Student Oral Language Unstandardized, teacher CDE, Standards 916-319-0333
Observation Matrix rated oral language and Assessment

(SOLOM) proficiency; grades K-12

Student Oral Proficiency Measure of oral language | Development 703-276-0677
Rating ability; grades K-6 Associates

Detailed information regarding these assessments can be found at the ERIC Clearinghouse on Assessment and
Evaluation on the following Web site: <http:/lericae.netleac/alpha_t.htm>

Cdlifornia Department of Education February 2003 Standards and Assessment Division
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Completion Checklist for
Reviewing IEP/504 Plans

The checklist below will help determine if the accommodations are necessary and

appropriate.

1. The IEP/504 team made all decisions about test accommodations for
this child.

2. Each accommodation corresponds to an accommodation that is pro-
vided in the student’s daily classroom instruction and testing.

3. The decisions were made on the basis of individual needs.

4. The decisions have been appropriately reviewed by the IEP/504 team,
and continue to reflect current student needs.

5. The decisions were made on the basis of standard criteria.

6. The decisions regarding the accommodations were documented in the
IEP/504 plan.

7. The described accommodations are considered to be reasonable and do
not alter the test construct.

8. The described accommodations are considered to be reasonable and
DO alter the test construct.

9. Student’s disabilities were severe enough to require alternate assess-

ments.

Source: (adapted) CDE Special Education Work Group

Cdlifornia Department of Education February 2003 Standards and Assessment Division
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Sample Individual Worksheet for
Assessment Accommodations/Modifications

Name: School Year:
Assessment: Special Education Teacher:
Day/Time of Test:

Case Coordinator:
Building Administrator:

Assessment accommodations/modifications student needs for this assessment and date arranged:

L.
2.
3.
4.

Comments:

Person responsible for arranging accommodations/modifications and due date:

L.
2.
3.
4.

Comments:

Planners for This Process (Signatures/Dates):

Source: Testing Students With Disabilities, Martha L. Thurow, Judy L. Elliott, James E. Ysseldyke

Cdlifornia Department of Education February 2003 Standards and Assessment Division
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